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Analysis on International Traditional Knowledge Protection Mode and Enlightenment of TCM
Traditional Knowledge Protection in China
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(Institute of Information on Traditional Chinese Medicine, China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing
100700, China)

Abstract: The importance of TCM traditional knowledge is becoming more and more obvious. However,
the protection work is progressing slowly, and there are many “biopiracy” incidents. In order to explore suitable
protection mode for China, based on the analysis on protection behaviors of international organizations, this
article compared and analyzed traditional knowledge protection schemes of the United States, India, South
Korea, Philippines, Thailand, Peru, Brazil and other countries, and concluded three modes, including “evidence-
based protection”, “legislation-based protection” and “comprehensive protection”. “Evidence-based protection”
includes setting up databases, establishing foundations, and implementing registration systems, etc.;
“Legislation-based protection” includes issuing traditional knowledge protection laws or adding items about
traditional knowledge protection in the existed legal provisions. “Comprehensive protection” includes
integrating multiple protection modes in the process of protecting traditional knowledge. Therefore, TCM

traditional knowledge protection in China can apply the three modes by setting up traditional knowledge
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protection laws and building databases, in order to speed up the process of TCM traditional knowledge protection.

Key words: traditional knowledge protection, TCM traditional knowledge; evidence-based protection;

legislation-based protection; comprehensive protection
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