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A Brief Analysis on Description of Chinese Materia Medica in Shanghai Local Chronicles - Taking
Shanghai Xian Zhi from Ming and Qing Dynasties to the Republic of China as an Example

BAO Jian-xin

(Institute of Science Technology and Humanities of Shanghai University of Chinese Medicine, Shanghai 201203,
China)

Abstract: The description of Chinese materia medica in local chronicles is an important historical
document of pharmacy. The compilation of local chronicles in Shanghai has a long history and various editions.
Taking Shanghai Xian Zhi as an example, this article summarized and combed the common and special Chinese
materia medica in Shanghai County from Ming and Qing Dynasties to the Republic of China, as well as the
production and use of Chinese materia medica. The description of Chinese materia medica in Shanghai local
chronicles is characterized by continuous compilation, continuous improvement of style and gradual enrichment
of contents. There are many kinds of knowledge about names, alias, growth characteristics, flower stem
characteristics, medicinal parts, indication diseases and varieties identification of Chinese materia medica. The
description of local chronicles is truthful and reliable, which is the research basis for exploring the medical value
of local chronicles, and can also provide some clues for drug development and research.
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